Impact Report
2020 - 2021

Dear Friends and Colleagues,
In the 15 years since Autism Speaks Canada was founded, so much has changed in our understanding of autism spectrum disorder and of
autistic people. Autism Speaks Canada has evolved as well, we’ve listened and learned from people with lived experience, professionals,
and our partners. Since our changes to our mission statement in 2016, we have remained steadfast in our mission to promote solutions,
across the spectrum and throughout the life span, for the needs of autistic Canadians and their families.
With the COVID 19 Pandemic, 2020 brought a unique set of challenges for all of us. We adapted to new ways of working and supporting
autistics and their families, based on their needs. We leaned-into our friends and partners to embarked on new opportunities; launching
Toys “R” Us Stay at Home Developmental PlayPacks, recreating and administering a Samsung Technology Program for schools, and
remodeling our signature Walks as Walk on Wheels Car Parades.
Despite these challenging times, we made notable progress towards each of our mission objectives and deepened our commitment to
diversity and inclusion by sharing authentic Canadian stories.
In our commitment to increase understanding and acceptance of people with autism, we named 2020 the Year of Kindness and reimagined
our brand. We introduced a more inclusive look and feel online, successfully highlighting the heterogeneity of autism spectrum disorder.
As a catalyst for life-enhancing research breakthroughs and genetic discoveries, we launched PATH to Discovery and we became partners
on the Autism Sharing Initiative. We relaunched the Autism Care Network to provide the best care possible to families, where and when
they need it. Two of these sites are in Canada, in Toronto and Edmonton.
In our work to increase early screening and timely interventions, we collaborated with McGill University to secure funding by the Public
Health Agency of Canada for the Caregiver Skill Training program and provided 10,000 families access to the M-CHAT-R online screening
tool. Our dedicated Autism Response Team reached over 1,864 individuals in the autism community.
In our efforts to improve the transition to adulthood, we connected autistic job seekers with employers through Spectrum Works, a
Spectrum Cares Virtual Job Fair. We continue to partner with Sinneave Family Foundation to assist autistics build employable skills through
Employment Works Canada.
In our work toward ensuring access to reliable information and services throughout the life span, we conducted a Pandemic Needs Survey
to better understand the impact of COVID 19 and the needs of self advocates and caregivers. We hosted financial literacy webinars to share
financial tools benefiting the community.
We are extremely proud of our work and our communities unbridled commitment to our mission. While the pandemic may have shifted
some of our plans, it did not lessen our dedication to our mission objectives.
Thank you for helping us continue to enhance lives today and accelerate a spectrum of solutions for tomorrow. Together, we are building
inclusive communities where autistic Canadians can reach their full potential.

Sean, 5
Laval, QC
Diagnosed at age 3
Jill Farber		
Executive Director		

1

Marc Murnaghan
Chair, Board of Directors
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COVID-19 Response
Brooklyn, Olivia and Dorian
Maple Ridge, BC
Three autistic siblings

We cametogether,
together,showed
showed
kindness
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kindness
and
support for
foreach
eachother
other
2020 and 2021 were difficult years for many of us, the challenges of everyday living were exacerbated. Many of our campaigns, events
and celebrations had to be re-imagined to keep our community safe. We are so inspired by our family of corporate partners, community
partners, funders, volunteers, families, caregivers, self advocates and employees who despite the odds, came together and showed
kindness, compassion, and support for each other by engaging and participating wholeheartedly. Thank you!
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Throughout the pandemic, we remained committed to telling authentic stories of autistic Canadians, highlighting
their unique strengths, challenges, dreams, and goals. We showcased profiles of individuals from coast to coast
to coast and across the lifespan. We shared stories of autistic people, families, caregivers, and professionals to
raise the profile of a strong community, to promote understanding, and to increase social inclusion and
acceptance of autistic Canadians.

Watch Video Here

3

4

COVID-19 Response

Providing
Urgent
Supports
Through
COVID-19
ProvidingUrgent
Supports
Through
COVID-19
As we monitored the evolving impact of the pandemic, our top priority remained the health and safety of
our constituents, employees, volunteers, partners, and donors. While we adapted quickly to new ways of
working during this challenging time, our team remained fully operational and committed to working
together to meet our mission objectives. We evaluated and made necessary regular adjustments to our
plans and budgets. We leaned into our closest partners, scaled up our programs, and identified new
opportunities.

We provided timely and urgent access to helpful resources and useful information:
•

Shared 10 stories of autistic Canadians focusing on life during COVID-19 Pandemic

•

Welcomed over 10K+ unique users to our COVID designated resource web page between April and September

•

Provided navigation to 100+ virtual events on website and social

•

Provided navigation to 100+ curated resources for autistic Canadian, families and caregivers on website and social

•

Provided one on one service navigation to +100 inquires a month between April and September through the Autism
Response Team

•

Offered free tool kits for every stage of life. Over 26,000 copies downloaded by families and professionals

•

Partnered with MacART and CASDA to develop, deploy and analyze the Pandemic Canadian Autism Needs
Assessment Survey with 1,066 Canadians participating of which 21% were self advocates

We leaned into our closest partners to create new programs:

Samsung Technology Program
We proudly distributed over 2,000 Samsung devices and chrome books to individuals and service providers
across Canada. During the pandemic this program had a profound impact on facilitating access to remote
learning and education during lockdowns.

Samsung's ongoing commitment to the autism community is anchored in
creating meaningful connections and greater communications through
technology. We look forward to the new ways our technology will empower
community connections across Canada, inviting Canadians to share their
stories, resources and tools through the Autism Response Team platform.
— Jennifer Groh, Director, Corporate Citizenship and Communications, Samsung Canada
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COVID-19 Response

We leaned into our closest partners to create new programs:

Toys R Us Developmental Play Packs
In 2020 Toys “R” Us Canada launched their first Developmental Play Packs, specifically designed for
kids with autism to help encourage developmental skills such as cognitive development, fine and gross
motor skills, social and emotional development, speech and language development all through play.
Six Developmental Play Packs were created:
1.

Earlier Learner play pack

2.

Learning is Fun play pack

3.

Progressive Learner play pack

4.

Continued Learning play pack

5.

Outdoor Activity play pack

6.

Outdoor Adventure play pack

10% of sales from all Developmental Play Packs were donated to Autism Speaks Canada.

Every child deserves to have the opportunity to learn and develop through
play. Toys “R” Us is proud to partner with Autism Speaks Canada and is
thrilled to offer play packs that help with key developmental skills.
— Shelley MacDonald, Associate Vice President of Merchandising, Toys "R" Us

We are so thankful for our partner Toys R Us for their continued support.
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COVID-19 Response
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Socially distant bubly Smile Stands
Family and friends across Canada came together to increase understanding and acceptance of autism
by hosting and participating in Autism Speaks Canada bubly Smile Stand while practicing safe physical
distancing. Community members hosted these stands all summer long - at home on their front lawn,
sidewalk and online.

We had a great time hosting our stand! It was a fun experience. Much
appreciation for bubly and team Autism Speaks Canada for providing the
opportunity.
— Kathy – Edmonton, Alberta

Proceeds from the sale of bubly at these stands went towards Autism Speaks Canada.

We are so thankful for our partners bubly and PepsiCo for their
continued support.

Watch Video Here
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Creating an inclusive Canada where people
with autism can reach their full potential
Our
Mission

A new brand and a
deepened
commitment to an
inclusive Canada

Together with Autism Speaks, Autism Speaks Canada will relentlessly pursue our
mission objectives:

To reflect our commitment to diversity and inclusion, our
iconic blue puzzle piece has been redesigned to include a
spectrum of colors. The new more colorful logo signifies the
diversity of perspectives and experiences with autism
spectrum disorder and highlights our deepened commitment to inclusivity.
In 2020 we held the highest Share of Voice (SOV) among
autism organizations in Canada. Additionally, we are the
most well-liked brand in the non profit space in Canada. We
are thankful to the autism community and all our followers
for trusting us as we provide a reliable and authentic voice
for and with the autism community in Canada.

Listening to our community is essential to our mission. Autism Speaks Canada is
dedicated to enhancing lives today and accelerating a spectrum of solutions for
tomorrow by supporting and working with community partners; enhancing resources and
services; increasing understanding, acceptance and inclusion of people with autism
spectrum disorder; and advancing research into causes and better interventions for
autism spectrum disorder and related conditions.

Our
Commitment
to Diversity
and Inclusion

•

Increasing global understanding and acceptance of people with autism

•

Being a catalyst for life-enhancing research breakthroughs

•

Increasing early childhood screening and timely interventions

•

Improving the transition to adulthood

•

Ensuring access to reliable information and services throughout the lifespan

At Autism Speaks Canada we value inclusivity and diversity; as well as respect individuals’
personal decision to self-identify or disclose their autism diagnosis. We are proud of our diverse
first-person representation at all levels of our organization. There are self-identified autistics on
our board of directors, employees, advisory committee members and volunteers. We believe in
social inclusion and uphold the values of GBA+.
We are committed to including a first person voice at all levels of the organizations. We value
inclusivity and diversity in our workforce and will continue to actively seek engagement from
autistic Canadians. we are pleased to introduce three of our new board members, who are all
on the autism spectrum. Joining our board in September 2020, they bring a diverse background
of professional and personal experiences and serve as autistic voices on our leadership team.
Learn more HERE.
We advocate for inclusive workplaces and providing meaningful employment opportunities for
people on the spectrum. In April 2021, we launched our new Walk Call Centre Team. All
members of this team are proud autistic Canadians and bring a diverse and unique voice to our
walk program. We hope our new team members inspire other employers to hire inclusively.

Watch Video Here

Looking
Ahead

We are continuing to seek out and collaborate with more vulnerable communities
challenged by accessing supports and services, to better understand and service their
needs including those living in the rural settings. We will be continuing to listen and learn
from the autism community including those with lived experience and work together to
focus on both strengths and challenges of autistic individuals across the spectrum and
along the lifespan.

* source: Meltwater Media Coverage, Jan 11, 2020 ** The industry average for positive to neutral sentiments is 80% over time. Source: Lithium research, 2018
* * Source: Cision All Coverage Search, Aug 29, 2019. **Share of voice (SOV) is a measure of the market your brand owns compared to your competitors.
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Increasing global understanding and acceptance of people with autism
We’re driven by our vision of all people with autism having equal opportunity to reach their full potential. Our work to
increasing understanding and acceptance of every individual’s uniqueness is key to making this a reality.

Promoted a message of kindness, understanding, acceptance and inclusivity during World Autism Month,
reaching 22.6 million – an increase of 29% year over year.

Sarah, 11
Winnipeg, MB
Diagnosed at age 9

Remained committed to including a first-person voice and shared authentic stories of over 30 autistic
Canadians of different cultures, ethnicities, genders and across all provinces and territories.
Launched an Autism Myth Buster series on our social channels to further educate the public about autism.

Spectrum Spotlight:
Meet Sarah
Sarah is a talented young artist, author, and passionate about
helping others. Diagnosed with autism at the age of 9, her
earlier childhood years involved some frustration as she felt a
little bit different from her peers. After her diagnosis, Sarah
discovered her strengths in art and problem-solving, and
found comfort in understanding that we are all different, and
there is nothing wrong with that.

Re-imagined Canada’s leading fundraising initiative from in-person walks to Walk on Wheels Car Parades,
raising more than $300,000 with 5,000 participants, donors and volunteers.
Donated over 2,000 Samsung devices as an educational tool for autistic Canadians during stay at home
public health measures.
Launched Toys R Us ‘Stay at Home Developmental Play Packs’ to help caregivers maintain and improve
developmental skills at home during COVID-19.
Provided virtual autism-friendly experiences like Sensitive Santa to celebrate during a stay-at-home holiday
season.

Today, Sarah is a published author of her own book which
details her life as an autistic, which she wrote with the help of
her mom. She created a successful new website which
provides a platform for other autistic artists to showcase their
work and an opportunity to earn income through product
sales.
We are grateful for Sarah’s brave voice, her kind heart, and
her beautiful desire to share with others.

21

Our impact

Walk on Wheels
car parades
across Canada.

30

first-person stories
shared in our Life on the
Spectrum series.

22.6

million people
reached during World
Autism Month.

We believe in empowering every autistic member of our community. This can
only be achieved when people truly understand and accept people with
autism for their unique strengths, challenges, dreams and goals. At Autism
Speaks Canada, we’re committed to building a kinder, more inclusive world
for autistic people in everything we do.
—Sarah Ahmed, Director Marketing and Communications
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Being a catalyst for life-enhancing research breakthroughs
We seek to deepen our understanding of autism to enhance the lives of people on the spectrum. Through collaboration with leading
autism researchers, clinical and healthcare providers, and autistic people and their families, we’re a catalyst for life-enhancing research
breakthroughs and genetic discoveries, which will enable more personalized treatments and therapies.

Continued the good work of the Autism Treatment Network through the launch of the Autism Care Network with
two sites in Canada; Holland Bloorview Kids Rehabilitation Hospital, Toronto and Glenrose Rehabilitation
Hospital, Edmonton.

Dr. Stephen Scherer, Director of The
Centre for Applied Genomics at The
Hospital for Sick Children

Launched PATH to Discovery (Precision Autism Treatments for Health), a research program to build a road map to
personalized medicine for people across the autism spectrum.

Meet Dr. Scherer
Dr. Scherer led the University of Toronto in the world’s
largest autism genomics project — called PATH previous
known as MSSNG — an investigation which uncovered new
genetic changes and specific genes linked to autism. Autism
Speaks was instrumental in funding this research
breakthrough. Through this project they found a total of 63
genes and mutations which increase the likelihood of
autism. The data has been used to aid doctors and families
with autism spectrum disorder diagnosis.

Became a partner on the first federated, global network the Autism Sharing Initiative for sharing genomics and
clinical data to accelerate research and precision health care.
Committed $10,000 annually to the naming of Dr. Stelios Georgiades as the McMaster Children’s Hospital Chair
in Autism and Neurodevelopment to bridge the research-to- practice gap in autism among autism families,
researchers, clinicians, educators, and policymakers.

Discussing the work of The Hospital for Sick Children
throughout 2020 he emphasized his team’s commitment,
“The research laboratories here, working on autism, have
been open throughout the pandemic. In fact, we are
working even harder than ever to provide answers for
families.”
Dr. Scherer’s alma mater the University of Waterloo states
that he has been part of some of the most significant
genome discoveries of the last 30 years.

3.5M

gift from the Wise Family

Our impact

Foundation for the next
phase of MSSNG.

2

Autism Care Network
sites relaunched in
Canada.

10k

annually granted to
McMaster University to
bridge the research-topractice gap in autism.

Through our commitment to being a catalyst for research breakthroughs and
a collaborator within the autism community, we envision the decade ahead
delivering fundamental advances in identifying and understanding autism and
supporting people with autism across the spectrum.

Watch Video Here
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—Thomas Frazier II, Ph.D., Chief Science Officer, Autism Speaks
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Increasing early childhood screening and timely interventions
Research shows that early screening and timely intervention can improve a child’s overall development and future outcomes. Autism can
reliably be diagnosed by age 2, but the average age of diagnosis in Canada is about 4.5 years old. Increasing early screening and lowering the
age of diagnosis, especially in minority populations, is central to Autism Speaks Canada’s mission.

Empowered parents and caregivers with evidence-based skills training in Quebec, British Columbia, Saskatchewan,
and the Yukon for children with autism through our Caregiver Skill Training (CST) program.

Ronin, 4
Port aux Basques, NL
Diagnosed at age 2

Spectrum Spotlight:
Meet Ronin

Funded $40,000 in the Family Service Community Grants to SAAAC Autism Centre's Mobile Development Outreach
Clinic. The clinic provides early detection and diagnosis of autism that is responsive to the needs of culturally diverse
communities. The project's goal is decreasing the diagnosis age and allowing access to early interventions more
quickly. Mobile Developmental Outreach Clinic has provided early screening, diagnostics, and family support to over
108 families in a year.
Provided access to M-CHAT-R online risk assessment screening tool, utilized by over 2,500 Canadians.

It’s been nearly two years since Ronin, who is now 4 years
old, was diagnosed with autism. He’s smart, thoughtful,
curious and brave. Ronin lives in what is considered to be
one of the most autism friendly towns in Canada, Port aux
Basques in Newfoundland. This small community is socially
aware and inclusive, making it a perfect place for someone
diagnosed with autism to grow up.
In addition to his friendly town, Ronin has found supports
across the board, from his parents who utilize all of the
programs available to him to help him succeed, to his
grandparents who have learned the different skills to aid in
development and play, to his dedicated daycare providers.
Ronin has found so much success in participating in speech
language therapy and the JASPER program, accelerating
from using only a few words to being able to express his
feelings and clearly communicate his needs to other people
around him.

We have seen substantial progress in increasing early screening over the
last 15 years, but there’s more work to be done, especially in marginalized
communities. Through our Community Grants we enable service
organizations to create evidence-based programming to positively impact
the community they serve.
- Kathi Cosgrove, Programming Director, Autism Speaks Canada

Ronin’s unique sense of focus means he is great at puzzles
and remembering things. His daycare providers, who see
Ronin in another environment interacting with other
children, praise his progress in positive social interactions.
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Improving the transition to adulthood
The employment rate of working-age adults with a developmental disability is less than a third compared to people without a
disability, meaning there are approximately 500,000 working age adults with intellectual disabilities or autism. Furthermore,
83% of adults with autism reported no employment income in the 2012 Canadian Survey of Disabilities. We must ensure that
children who have access to services and resources continue to receive support as they enter adulthood.
Lindsay, 22
Montreal, QC
2020 Walk Ambassador

Connected 1,200 autistic job seekers with 19 employers and relevant employment resources and supports through
Spectrum Works Virtual Job Fair, endorsed by The Prime Minister of Canada.
Provided 41 service providers education webinars on inclusive hiring best practices.

Spectrum Spotlight:
Meet Lindsay
Lindsay is 22 years old and was diagnosed with autism at
a very young age. He lives at home with his parents,
sisters, a dog named Bean and a cat named Ginny.
Lindsay is an aspiring filmmaker, with a dream to move
to Hollywood and shoot movies. Since completing school
he has been working hard to find a job. He loves to draw,
snowboard, play guitar, and do karate.

Collaborated with Sinneave family Foundation on Employment Works Canada providing programing for individuals to
build employable skills and create more inclusive workplaces.

1,200

autistic job seekers

Our impact

attended the Spectrum
Works Virtual Job Fair.

41

service providers
trained on inclusive
hiring best practices.

19

employers attended
the Spectrum Works
Virtual Job Fair to meet
autistic job seekers.

Lindsay was the proud 2020 Montreal walk ambassador
for Autism Speaks Canada.
“I want to use this platform to raise awareness for
autism and the importance of hiring people with special
needs jobs, especially autism. Please join me in
improving the odds of employment for people with
autism by supporting Autism Speaks Canada during
World Autism Month."

Employment rates for people with autism in Canada is only 14.3% in
comparison to the employment rate for people with all disabilities which
hovers around 45%. When hired, people with autism are typically
compensated well below the minimum wage. No matter how many times I
hear this, it still shocks me. We are working to highlight the need for change
to more inclusive workplaces across Canada.
—Jill Farber, Executive Director, Autism Speaks Canada
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Ensuring access to reliable information and services throughout the life span
In today’s world there is a plethora of information just a click away, it is more important than ever to ensure access to
reliable, vetted information and services to the autistic community. This can only be achieved through communities
nationwide and around the globe, prioritizing diversity and individual experiences sensitive to all ages and levels of need.

Due to COVID-19, provided no cost extension to our 2019 Family Service Community Grants recipients who
were awarded $400,000 to help build service capacity.
Hired a dedicated an Autism Response Team member to provide curated COVID-19 resources and resources
across the life span for people with autism and their families.

An information line
for the autism
community
The Autism Response Team can answer your questions,
connect you with tools and resources, and help you find
autism services and supports in your community.

Funded the Canadian Autism Leadership Summit, Canada’s largest autism conference, bring together selfadvocates, service providers, policymakers, government and thought leaders.
Conducted a Pandemic Survey on the impact of COVID-19 in collaboration with Canadian Autism Spectrum
Disorder Alliance (CASDA) and McMaster Autism Research Team (MacART) with 1,066 autistic Canadians and
their families' respondents.
Helped remove misconceptions about autism in national interest stories and advocated for a kinder world for
people with autism.
Advocated alongside CASDA for a National Autism Strategy which was mandated in December by Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau.

Our team members are specially trained to provide
personalized information and resources to people with
autism and their families.

I can hear that those who reach

Abby provides one on one customized support
to people who call in or email us.

—Abby Aldoroty,
Coordinator of the Autism Response Team

1,864

accessed ourCOVID-19
responsewebpage

reached by Autism
Response Team

unique visitors

out to ART finally feel like they
have someone listening.

17k

Our impact

individuals

2k

Samsung devices
distributed across
Canada during
lockdown

How to Contact the ART:
9am - 5pm EST coverage Canada-wide
1-888-362-6227
support@autismspeakscan.ca

Watch Video Here
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Introducing
My Autism Guide
Free access to customized
autism content speciﬁc to your
age, location and interests.

www.myautismguide.ca

Need Personalized Support?
Our Autism Response Team (ART) is
specially trained to connect people with
autism, their families, and caretakers to
information, tools, and resources.
9am ~ 5pm EST coverage
Canada-wide
1-888-362-6227
support@autismspeakscan.ca
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in-person events

10,000 $300k
people from the
autism community*

raised this year

Thank you to the
Autism Speaks
Canada Walk
community!
In 2020, Canada's #1 autism walk was reimagined as a Walk
on Wheels Car Parade. Hosted both virtually and in cities across
Canada by volunteers, these socially distanced events were
designed to keep our community safe and connected.
Driven with love and kindness; our Walk on Wheels car parades
brought the autism community together to celebrate and support
one another. Participants used their own unique web page to
fundraise before the event, and received a celebration kit to
decorate their cars. Canadians could join the car parade in their
local community, or participate virtually. Each car parade was led
by one of our community ambassadors to raise awareness,
understanding and acceptance of people with autism.
Looking ahead to 2022 and beyond, the Walk includes four unique
virtual clubs, allowing Canadians to walk virtually with their
family, their dog, their colleagues or their classmates, and the
popular Walk on Wheels car parades continue in cities across the
country.

Watch Video Here

* Autistic Canadians, registered walkers, team members, guests of walkers, vendors, volunteers, exhibitors, performers
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Donor spotlight:
Meet the Wise family
Steven Wise and Susan Zikman Wise began their philanthropic journey over 30 years ago. They have worked
diligently to raise awareness and funds to make a difference in the lives of children and their families across
Canada. Through their commitment, along with their children and the count-less volunteers that share their
vision, they have funded over $25 million dollars to more than 150 children’s charities. These funds have helped
accelerate breakthroughs in the fields of research and science and have enriched educational and communitybased centres for our most vulnerable children and youth.

Leadership at Autism Speaks Canada
Wise Family Foundation (formerly KRG Children’s Charitable Foundation) is a loyal supporter of Autism Speaks
Canada and is proud of the work accomplished together. Since 2007, Steven Wise and Susan Zikman Wise have
donated $8.6M to enhance lives and build a spectrum of solutions for autistic people and their families. We are
proud to announce Wise Family Foundation’s $3.5M commitment to support Autism Speaks science programs.
Read full announcement HERE.
Both Steven and Susan have committed their time and energy to help grow and strategically plan for Autism
Speaks Canada as Board Directors. Steven has been a trusted advisor to the executive team and Susan has
overseen the distribution of over $5 million in grants, to autism-focused organizations across Canada, as an
integral part of the Autism Speaks Canada Community Grants committee.

MSSNG

Explore Wise Family Foundation’s transformational
contribution to Autism Speaks, Autism Speaks Canada,
SickKids and so many others by visiting their website:
wisefamilyfoundation.org
See their profile on our website HERE.

Susan Zikman Wise and
Steven Wise

Wise Family Foundation is a leader in empowering scientific research. In 2014, Steven Wise and Susan Zikman
Wise were one of the first Canadians to commit $2M to the MSSNG project. MSSNG is a groundbreaking collaboration between Autism Speaks, Autism Speaks Canada, Verily (formerly Google Life Sciences), DNAStack,
SickKids and the research community to create the world’s largest genomic database on autism. The project has
led to better diagnostics, as well as more personalized and accurate treatments for autism. The success of
MSSNG has resulted in an expansion of the project which seeks to bring an unprecedented level of research
expertise together to understand the complex causes of autism and identify potential treatments which will help
them transition to adulthood. Wise Family has made a $3.5M commitment to support this expansion of the
science program.
PATH to Discovery
Precision Autism Treatments for Health (PATH) is a research program between Autism Speaks and Autism
Speaks Canada to build a road map to personalized medicine for people across the autism spectrum. The
program is co-led by Dean Hartley, senior director of genomic discovery, and Donna Murray, vice president of
clinical programs at Autism Speaks.“PATH is a groundbreaking partnership that links our discovery sciences
and clinical network resources to realize new paths forward in autism,” said Thomas W. Frazier, Ph.D., chief
science officer at Autism Speaks. “This initial study will help build the discovery platform that connects clinical
care and biological information, which can scale up to deliver a road map to personalized medicine and
healthcare for individuals with autism.”

Autism Speaks Canada Strategic Targeted Initiative Grant for ISAND
Through Autism Speaks Canada, Wise Family Foundation granted $400,000 to ISAND, a non-profit organization
with an integrated team of developmental pediatricians, psychologists, clinicians, and therapists. Together we
helped build ISAND’s operation and administrative infrastructure by supporting mission-critical expenses. The
team works together with families to achieve the best possible outcomes for young people with autism and
neurodevelopmental disorders.
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Great
partnershipstomake
great things
happen.
our Walker
for walking
Congratulations
Thank
you
our generous
with us
fortoover
10 years! partners.
We are so grateful to our corporate partners for their resolute commitment to our work. Their fundraising campaigns, sponsored

to our supporters
for
their
resolute commitment to our work. Their fundraising and selfless volunteerism
We areand
so selfess
grateful
events
volunteerism
empower
our
mission.
empowers our mission.

ILLUMINATOR | $1 MILLION OR MORE
Toys “R” Us Canada contributions help deliver grants and increase access to programing
across Canada. Developmental play packs developed in partnership with us, encourage
cognitive development, fine and gross motor skills, social and emotional development, and
language development through play.

Wise Family Foundation (formerly KRG Children’s Charitable Foundation) contributions and
commitment helped to kick start the groundbreaking MSSNG Project in Canada and continue to
Nick
Milau
provide
leadership
funding for PATH to Discovery.

Carmen Melfi

CHAMPION | $500,000 - $999,999

BMO Financial Group contributions continue to play a pivotal role in supporting Autism Speaks
Canada Autism Response Team and My Autism Guide.
Samsung Canada’s in-kind gifts and funds have been pivotal in the continued success of the
Samsung Technology Program. Over 5,200 devices have been distributed to individuals, schools
and service organizations who would otherwise not have access to them.

Stephanie Machado

FOUNDER’S CIRCLE | $100,000 - $499,999
NFP Canada contributions are helping to develop a financial literacy initiative for the autism
community.

Contributions from dentalcorp are supporting Autism Speaks Canada’s top priorities.
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Congratulations to our Walkers for
supporting us for over 10 years!
We are so grateful to our supporters for their resolute commitment to our work. Their fundraising and selfless volunteerism
empowers our mission.

THANK YOU | YOU ARE THE BEST
TEAM CAPTAIN

Paula Stamp

TOTAL RAISED OVER 10 YEARS

$103,000.60

Nick Milau

$91,571.00

Shaelynne Bush

$87,348.76

Brian Covernton

$47,593.37

Joy Roberts

$41,916.72

Carmen Melfi

$33,853.50

Elisha Bernesky-Lyster

$30,458.20

Stephanie Machado

$28,810.19

Stephanie Noyes

$27,962.14

Sheryl Taylor

$13,348.75

Shelley Norman

$9,550.30

Stephanie Riley-Sookram

$7,251.00

Carrie Szeles

$2,277.00

Jodi Larkin

$2,077.00
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Financials January 1, 2020 to December 31, 2020
3%
3%

FUNDING SOURCES

Events
General
Donations

19%
Intercompany
%
19
and other

25
%
25%
Corporate

Donated
and
Partnerships
In-kind Goods
and Services

8%

Walk

45%

Contributions

$ 3,941,623

Events

$

449,432

Autism Speaks

$

417,713

Grants

$

291,667

Other

$

455,322

Total

$ 5,555,757		

YOUR DOLLARS AT WORK

Major Gifts

PROGRAM SERVICES

19%

Fundraising

21%

60%

of every dollar
funds research,
advocacy,
programs and
services

Services and support

$

340,334

Collaboration and awareness

$

525,903

Research

$ 1,024,497

Total

$ 1,890,734

SUPPORTING SERVICES
Operations

$

659,291

Fundraising

$

598,002

Total

$ 1,257,293		

Operations

NET SURPLUS/DEFICIT
NET SURPLUS

60¢ of every dollar funds
research, advocacy,
programs and services

at December 30, 2020

Total

$

$2,407,730

To view Autism Speaks Canada's complete audited financial statements please refer
to our website autismspeaks.ca/financials/.

Macey, 7
Brantford, Ontario
Diagnosed at age 4
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How We Help

Autism
Response
Team

Need more information?

1 (888) 362-6227
support@autism
speakscan.ca

www.autismspeaks.ca
www.ascwalk.ca

Media inquiries
mediarequest@autismspeakscan.ca

Reached 22.6 M people
during World Autism Month to increase
understanding and acceptance of autism

Thank you for helping us
achieve 15 years of progress
We wouldn’t be here without you

Since 2007 over

$15 M+

was raised by Autism
Speaks Canada Walk
participants to support
the autism community

Since 2010

funded
$4.3 M

to 184 projects across
the country promoting
collaboration and
building capacity

Since 2016 provided
free access to critical
information and support:

26,000+
toolkits
downloaded by
families and
professionals
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Since 2006
funded over

$9.9 M
in science

grants and
fellowships
Co-host
job fairs

with Spectrum Works to
match autistic individuals
with potential
employers
across Canada

Raised
$3.5M

to support autism
research to provide
innovative precision
medicine and
personalized healthcare

In April 2020 we partnered with MacART and CASDA
on the Pandemic Canadian Autism Needs
Assessment Survey to understand the impacts of
COVID-19 on autistic Canadians and their families

1,066 participants
with 21% identifying
as autistic
Alongside CASDA,
continue to advocate
for development and
implementation of a
robust

National
Autism
Strategy

Launched Two
Autism Care
Network sites
in Canada aimed at
improving health and
quality of life for
autistic children
and their families

Partnered with Toys R Us for

Developmental
Play Packs
designed for kids with
autism to help encourage
developmental
milestones
through play

Since 2014 we have
gifted more than

5,200
devices

to individuals with autism
and service
organizations
with the help of
Samsung Canada

Since April 2020

19,000+
people

have accessed COVID-19
related free resources
and useful information
on our website

Autism Response Team
reached

1,864

individuals in theautism
community in
Canada

CONTACT US
2450 Victoria Park Avenue, Unit 400
Toronto, ON M2J 4A2
Local: 416-362-6227
Toll Free: 1-888-362-6227
Fax: 416-362-6228
Email: autismspeakscanada@autismspeakscan.ca
Charitable Registration Number 869420208 RR0001

www.autismspeakscan.ca

